CHAPTER I
ADMINISTRATION AND ORGANISATION
OF SCHOOLS
A.   Administration of Education*
UNTIL the Revolution, the different German
States were free to follow any educational policy
they liked, so long as they enforced the law of
compulsory school attendance and maintained,
as far as possible, equal standards in the award
of the final secondary school certificates. There
was no comprehensive education law, In actual
practice, however, in the .matter of educational
administration, as in other matters, the example
of Prussia was followed by the other States, so
much so that the Prussian system of education
came, in course of time, to typify the system of
education in Germany as a whole.
Since the Revolution, the Federal Government
has reserved to itself the right to prescribe the
general principles which are to govern the whole
educational system of the country. While
giving this power to the Federal Government,
the Weimar Constitution has no doubt left the
actual conduct of the schools to the Staties, each
of which has the right to pass detailed legislation
and organise its school system under the pro-
visions of the. Constitution. But the general
principles laid down in the Constitution, coupled